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JOHN VIII. 51. 


VERILY, VERILY, I SAY UNTO YOU, IF A MAN 
KEEP. MY SAYING, HE SHALL NEVER SEE 
DEATH. 


F all the Beings who inhabit this earthly 

globe, Man alone ſeems to pofſcls the 
faculty of foreſight. To him, and to him only, 
belongs the prerogative of anticipating, by 
diſtant view and apprehenſion, the good he 
may enjoy, or the evil he may ſuffer. And as 
no event is more important and. intereſting to 
man than the termination of his mortal exiſt- 
ence, this is an object of contem; lation, which 
will unavoidably occur on a thouſand occa- 
ſions; which will preſent itſelf to his imagina- 
tion under a varicty of awful forms; and the 


B proſpect 


11 
proſpect of which will agitate the feelings and 
paſſions of his heart. The apprehenſion of 
death is, on many accounts, and to perſons of 
various deſcriptions, one of the principal evils 
of human life: and the invention of man has 
been buſily employed in deviſing expedicnts 
for counteracting its influence, Put neither 
the reaſonings of the philoſopher, nor the decla- 
mations of the orator ; neither the doubts of 
the ſceptic, nor the confirmed incredulity of 
the infidel ; neither the diſſipation nor the ob- 
duracy of the ſenſualiſt, have furniſhed a ſufi- 
cient antidote againſt this evil, The forebodings 
of the human mind have excited an alarm and 
anxiety, which no efforts of this kind have been 
able to remove. The relief they have pio- 
duced has been momentary and tranſient; and 
the temporary calm has been ſucceeded by a 
more violeat agitation of diſquicting paſſions, 


We are, therefore, naturally intereſted in the 
inquiry, whether there be any other more ef- 
fectual remedy for that ſolicitude which our 
preſcience of futurity and anticipation of death, 
and of its conſequences, unavoidably excite, 
T his is an inquiry, which intimately concerns 
us all; and which is of the greateſt importance 
to thote who are moſt accultomed to 1efletion, 
Whatever be our ultimate deſtination, our 
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Creator, by the principles and paſſions of our 
frame, forbids us to be vnanxiovus about it: 
nay, he has put it out of our power to avoid 
the ſolicitude, which the apprehenſion of it oc- 
caſions. A regard to our prefent tranquillity 
and enjoyment ſhould; therefore, induce us to 
ſeek ſome antidote againſt that anxiety, which 
we cannot avoid. We may reaſonably preſume, 
that the great and good Being, who made us 
what we are, and who knoweth our frame, will 
aſſiſt our inquiry and afford us the ſatisfaction, 
which is ſo deſirable, and with which our hap- 
pineſs is ſo neceſſarily connected. Accordingly, 
Chriſtianity is a divine inſtitution, admirably 
adapted for this purpoſe. It adminiſters relief 
to us in circumſtances of anxiety and diſtreſs 
that relief which our caſe requires, and which, 
by its aptitude to the exigencies of our frame, 
conſtrains us to trace it to a divine original and 
appointment. Capable of foreleeing the ter- 
mination of our exiſtence upon earth; apprized 


of its approach; and alarmed by its appre- 


hended conſequences ;—and in theſe reſpects 
poſſeſſing faculties peculiar to ourſelves; we 
derive from the goſpel of eur Saviour the in- 
formation we need. 


It is the diſtinguiſhing excellence of his doc- 
trine, that it fortifics us againſt the fear of 
B 2 death, 
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death, and directs us how to make this paſſion 
an uſcful principle of conduct. and to prevent 
its operation from being injurious to our peace 
and comfort. No teacher, befides himſelf, 


could declare to the world : if a man keep my 
a ſaying, be ſhall never ſee death. 


This declaration was of itſelf a ſufficient re- 
ply to the contemptuous reflections and unme- 
rited reproac hes of his enemies. He knew the 
utmoſt limit to which their malice would ex- 
tend. He was well apprized of its laſt effort, 

4 and where, with reſpe& to himſelf, it muſt 
| terminate, He was ſatisfied, that they would 
not ceale to purſue him till they had taken 

away his life: and he was equally aſſured, that 

the period of their apparent triumph would be 

that of the ſignal and glorious diſf-lay of divine 

1 power on his behalf. Nor was he leſs certain, 
i what would be the treatment which his tollowers 
5 mult endure. He foreſaw the perſecution 
they would ſuffer, and the malignant exulta- 
tion of his adverſaries in the proſpect of defeat- 
ing his benevolent deſign by that terror, which 
his death would excite amongſt his diſciples. | 
But neither their reproaches, nor his own com- 
prehenſive view of the ſufferings that awaited 
both himſelf and his followers, could intimi- 
date and diſcourage him. At the moment of 
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their inſult, when they treated him with the 
moſt unpardonable deriſion and reproach ; and 
when their violence plainly indicated the event 
in which it mult iſſue, he expreſſes his firm and 
unſhaken confidence in the rectitude, goodneſs 
and power of his heavenly Father, not only 
with regard to himſelf, but alſo with reſpect to 
his faithful diſciples. Comparatively unmind- 
ful of his own perſonal ſafety and intereſt, of 
himſelf he merely ſays, I /cek not mine own glory; 
there is one that ſeeketh and judgeth : but con- 
cerning his friends and followers he is more 
explicit; and challenges, with a kind of tri- 
umph, the utmoſt efforts of malice againſt 
them, by ſolemaly declaring, in the preſence 
of his enemies; Yerily, verily, I ſay unto you, if 
a man keep my ſaying, he ſhall never fee death. 
However you may contemn me in your 
hearts, or endeavour to degrade and reproach 
me by your calumny; I am conſcious of the 
divine authority with which I ſpeak. My 
doctrine I derived from him who ſeat me; and 
I declare it as a truth, which the event will 
amply reſtify, and from which even my dif. 
ciples now preſent, and others in every age, 
may deduce encouragement to perſevere in their 


faith and obedience : if a man keep my Jaying, be 
ball never fee death, 
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What we farther purpoſe is tb illuſtrate the 
nature of the, privilege or bleſſing here ex- 


płeſſed by never ſeeing death: then to ſnew how 


the doctrine of Chriſt, duly regarded, ſecures 
this bleſſing; and to enforce that regard to it, 
with which this blefling is connected. 


None cin miſinterpret the ſtrong and em- 
phatical language of the text, as if it promiſed 
to Chriſtians an abſolute exemprion from death. 
Continued exiſtence in the preſent ſcene of 
frailty and diſorder would be no privilege. 
Renewed and perpetual conflicts, to which 
the upright and good muſt be neceſſarily 
expoſed, would not be defirable : nor is it any 
part of the plan of Providence to grant ulti- 
mate triumph and felicity to virtue and piety 
in the preſent ſtate, When the Jews, there- 
fore, underſtood our Saviour's declaration in a 
literal ſenſe, it muſt have been owing to their 
own prejudice and perverſeneſs. Common 
ſenſe and common candour would have led 


them to that latitude of interpretation, which 


the figurative expreſſion in the text requires; 
and would have prevented their apprehending, 
or ſeeming to apprehend, that by not ſeeing 
death, or dying, our Saviour meant, that his 
true diſciples ſhould eſcape the natural diſſolu- 
tion of the human frame. But though this 

ſenſe 
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1 
fenſe is too abſurd to be admitted, the phraſe 
has a very important meaning, ani appro- 
priates a privilege of peculiar konour to the be- 
lieving and obedicat. 


It may intimate to us, © that ſuch per- 
ſons have no reaſon to regard death with 
- diſquiecing horror.“ 


Some degree of apprehenſion and ſolicitude 
conceraing an event, ip itſelf to awful, and in its 
conſequences {c intereſting, is natural and un— 
avoidable. The fear of death, under j ro; er 
direction and reſtraint, is neceſſaty and uſeful. 
It makes men attentive to the means of pre- 
ſerving and prolonging life. It prevents their 
precipitately turrendering it, It diſpoſes them 
to activity and diligence in the diſcharge of 
the duties of their reſpective ſtations, and 
furniſhes a powerful motive to acquiceſcence 
and patience in circumſtances of trial and 
diſtreſs. It is not expected, that we ſhould 
exterminate this paſſion; and diveſt ourſelves 
of that diffidence and timidity, which the 
proipect of diſſolution is fitted to excite, An 
attempt of this kind would be as injurious as 
it would be vain and fruitleſs; and the con- 
tempt of death and indifference about it, of 
which ſome have boaſted, have been an evi- 


dence of ſtupidity and preſumption rather than 


of 
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of piety and chriſtian fortitude. And yet, 
though we are not allowed nor required to 
extirpate this paſſion, and to be inſenſible 
of the awful change which death will produce 
in our condition; it is our duty to guard 


againſt thoſe exceſſes of it, which would de- 
ject and diſpirit us: which would diſturb our 
peace; becloud every pleaſing proſpect; deaden 
every active power; and prevent the true 
enjoyment of every valuable bleſſing. This 
is fear, in that degree of it, which prudence 
reſtrains and religion prohibits ; and which it 
is the profeſſed deſign of the doctrine and 
undertaking of our Saviour to regulate. To 
thoſe who keep his ſaying, death does not 
appear with that terrifying aſpect, which makes 
them tremble in contemplating him, and ſtart 
back at every intimation of his approach, It 
is not an angry, vindictive meſſenger, com- 
miſſioned to execute the wrath of heaven, 
whom they behold; but a meſſenger of peace 
and ſalvation, deputed, on purpoſes of mercy, 
to tranſlate them from a ſcene of trial and 
danger to a ſtate of reſt and ſecurity. To 
their view death appears, not ſo much under 
the character of an avenger of lin, to execute 
the ſentence of an offended judge againſt the 
tranſgreſſors of his righteous Jaw; ſuch was the 
character under which he was firſt exhibited to 


the 
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the eye of guilt; but as the herald of liberty 
to ranſomed captives; as the deliverer of the 
penitent and upright from the effects of tranſ- 


greſſion; and as their conductor to manſions of 
perfect virtue and everlaſting happineſs, 


Farther, the phraſe of not ſeeing death may 
denote, © that perſons of the character, which 
our Saviour deſcribes, ſhall not experience the 
bitterneſs of death in the period of their diſſo- 
lution.” Some reluctance they will naturally 
feel, and are allowed to feel in parting with a 
ſtate of exiſtence, which poſſeſſion has endeared 
to them. The moraent, in which ſoul and 
body, man and the world, are ſeparated, is an 
awful moment, It would indicate a degree of 
inſenſibility, out of the common courſe of 
nature, to feel no ſolicitude and timidity in the 
laſt conflict. But the dread of nature is very 
different, in kind and degree, from the terroc 
of guilt, The former is perfectly conſiſtent 
with acquieſcence and reſignation ; and even 
with tranquillity and fortitude, when the period 
of actual diſmiſſion arrives. Whereas the 
latter oppreſſes and overwhelms the mind; de- 
prives it of ſelf-poſſeſſion and peace; agitates 
the ſpirits, and convulſes the whole frame. 
The former may be ſoothed by ſympathy and 
alleviated by argument. It admits of conſo- 
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lation and encouragement; and gradually ſub- 
ſides as the cloſing ſcene advances. But the 
latter is aggravated by reflection and reaſoning: 

theſe ſerve only to awaken ſelf-reproach and 
to multiply terrors. It precludes acceſs to 
every ſource of comfort, and removes every 
ground of hope :—and the laſt effort of expir- 
ing nature is a ſigh of anguiſh and a groan of 
deſpair. It is not death, conſidered merely as 
the diſſolution of the human frame, that is 
truly formidable: but it owes its principal 


| terrors to the circumſtances that attend it. 


As the termination of life, and the commence- 
ment of a ſtate of retribution, it is important 
and awful ;—and nothing can chear and ſupport 
the mind in this view of it but the teſtimony of 
conſcience and hope in God. To perſons 
who poſſeſs theſe principles of conſola- 
tion, what 1s death but a diſmiſſion from a 
ſcene of doubt, trial and danger, to a ſecure 


and happy ftate! Todie is merely to paſs the 


narrow (trait that ſeparates the two ſhores of 
time and eternity ;—and this paſſage is ſo ſafe 
and ſo expeditious, that we ſcarce weigh anchor 
and fet our ſails before we are ſecurely landed 
on the oppoſite ſhore. When our Saviour 
obſerves of thoſe who keep his ſaying, that 
they ſhall not ſee death, he evidently intimates, 
by a bold and beautiful figure, that there 1s 
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nothing in death which ſhould alarm. perſons of 
this character. The tranſition from one ſtate 
of being to another will be ſo ſudden. and 
ſo ſecure, that they ſhall ſcarce have any expe- 
rience of pain and terror in their removal, 
Their tranſlation will be ſo ſpeedy and fo 
gentle, that it hardly deſcrves to be called dy- 
ing; and the event is ſo certain, that they may 
imagine themſelves in poſſeſſion of the happi- 
neſs intended for them at the moment of their 
ſeparation from this world. We may conceive 
of them, as looking back with ſurpriſe, -and 
ready to doubt whether they have endured the 


trial, which they had often magnified in their 


own imagination ; and which had frequently 
been the occaſion of diſtreſſing terror. They 
will then find, how vain and groundleſs were 
their fears; and have abundant reaſon to 
rejoice in the effects of a change, which took 
place ſo much to their advantage, and with ſo 
little inconvenience and diſtreſs. 


This leads me to add, that the expreſſion in 
the text denotes, ** that the perſons to whom 
it is applied ſhaJl not remain under the do- 
minion of death.” The diſſolution of the hu- 
man frame js not the final deſtruction of the 
human being. There is a period in proſpect, 
of which we are aſſured by divine revelation, 
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when this corruptible muſt put on incorruption, and 


this mortal muſt put on immortality :—and when 

the ſoul ſhall be reunited to a body, faſhioned 

by the power of God and adapted to that ſtate 

of exiſtence and felicity, which is the ultimate 

abode of glorified faints. What ſhall be the 
interval of ſeparation, and at what diſtant pe- 
riod this reunion ſhall take place, are queſtions 

in which we have no concern, and of which 

we have no information. It is ſufficient, that 
we are aſſured by a Being, who is capable of re- 
Pairing the injury which death occaſions, and 
of perpetuating our exiſtence, that we ſhall 
live hereafter, and be fixed in a ſtate, where 
death ſhall have no more power. If a man keep 
my ſaying, ſays Chriſt, he ſhall never ſee death; 
or as ſome render the words, he ſhall not fee 
death for ever: i.e. he ſhall not die eter- 
nally. Death ſhall not ſo far triumph over 
him, as to retain him always in his gloomy 
abode. His dominion 1s limited; and though 
death be the laſt enemy that ſhall be deſtroyed, 
yet his deſtruction is certain, and a glorious 


Immortality is aſſured to all the faithful and 
obedient, 


Once more, © Thoſe who keep the ſaying 
of Chriſt, or who pay a ſuitable regard to his 
doctrine, ſhall not ſuffer the miſery of the 
ſecond death,” This is the ſenſe to which 


{ome 


41 21 
ſome have reſtricted the declaration of the text. 
Death is without doubt uſed in ſcripture for the 
final condemnation of the impenitent and wick- 
ed: And this interpretation of the words ſug- 
geſts an unqueſtionable and a very important 
truth. Notwithſtanding the defects and fail- 
ings of the moſt perfect human obedience; 
notwithſtanding the demerit of the moſt up- 
right and exemplary; and though penitence 
and not innocence, ſincerity and not impecca- 
bility, are our only plea; yet, through the 
grace of God in Jeſus Chriſt we ſhall not mere- 
ly eſcape the dreadful doom of the impenitent 
workers of iniquity, but obtain an inheritance 
among them that are ſanctified, and go on to 


improve in holineſs and felicity through ever- 
laſting ages. 


Having endeavoured to illuſtrate the nature 
of the bleſſing expreſſed in the text by never 
ſeeing death; we ſhall proceed to ſhew briefly, 


how the doctrine of Chriſt ſecures this bleſſing 
to all who duly regard it. 


The views which the doctrine of Chriſt 
leads us to entertain of God and Providence, 
have an excellent tendency to produce tran- 
quillity and fortitude of ſoul in the proſpect of 
diſſolution.” He teaches us that the minuteſt 
and moſt inconſiderable intereſts of our being 


are 
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are ſubject to the notice and direction of di- 
vine Providence, We may therefore be aſ- 
ſured, that an event of ſuch importance to us 
as death; that a change ſo awful and intereſt- 
ing in its effects; and that.a conflict, to which 
even the beſt of men look forward with diffi 
dence and ſolicitude, cannot be diſregarded. 
Have we then reaſon to believe, that death, 
as to the time and manner of it and all the pe- 
culiar circumſtances that attend it, is under 
the direction of unerring wiſdom, the controul 1 
of almighty power, and the notice of infinite FE 
compaſſion ; what juſt ground can we have to g 
be alarmed in the proſpect of it, or to be dif- 
mayed by its near approach? Faith in God, 
accompanied with thoſe affrctions to which his 
attributes and paternal character entitle him, 
forbils our diſquieting ourſelves with terror, 
and converts what nature dreads as an evil into 
a bleſſing, and changes the whole aſpect of 
death. More eſpecially when we conſider, that 
he has acceſs to our minds, and is able to ad- 
miniſter ſecret conſolation and ſupport, anſwer- 
able to every trying ſcene thiough which he 
may appoint us to pals. 


Moreover, © the doOrine of divine forgive- 

neſs, which is one of the peculiar and diſtin- 

guiſhing doctiincs of Chriſtianity, is admirably 
wt | adapted 


11 


adapted to aſſuage our fear and compoſe our 
ſpirits in the proſpect of diſſolution.” The fling 
of death is fin. A ſenſe of guilt and the dread 
of divine pleaſure are the principal and the 
only ſufficient cauſes of diſtreſſing terror in the 
view of it, The aſſurance of pardon, for which 
we are indebted to the doctrine and mediation 
of Chriſt, removes the chief occaſion of our 
ſolicitude and fear, Death is no longer tre- 
mendous to thoſe who are intereſted in the for- 
giving mercy and ſpecial favour of God. They 
have no reaſon to conſider 1t as a token of di- 
£ vine indignation, or as a penal evil; and this 
% is the only view of it, that is really formida- 
2 able and diſtreſſing. 


« But the principal relief which the goſpel 
provides againſt the terrifying apprehenſion of 
death is the aſſurance it affords us of a glori- 
ous and happy immortality.” Our bleſſed 
Lord has not only confirmed the conjectures 
and hopes of unenlightened reaſon on this in- 
tereſting ſubject; but he has removed the 
doubts and fears, which were inſeparable from 
human demerit and imperfection. Thoſe who 
believe that he was a divine Meſſenger; that 
he was commiſſioned to declare the will of God 
concerning the final deſtination of mankind ; 
that he certified the truth of his doctrine by his 


reſurrection 
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reſurrection from the dead; and that he was 


actually raiſed according to his prediction and 


promiſe, as the firft fruits of them that ſlept, 
have all the evidence, which the truth and 
faithfulneſs, the power and goodneſs of God 
can furniſh concerning a ſtate of future being 
and bleſſedneſs. With this evidence death can 
no longer be conſidered as the extinction of 
human exiſtence; but metely as a change of 
ſtate; and to thoſe who keep the ſaying of 


_ Chriſt, it is a glorious and happy change. 


Once more © the doctrine of Chriſt has a 
divine efficacy in qualifying thoſe who cordi- 
ally receive it for future and eternal bleſſed- 


neſs.” I is the power of God to ſalvation to 


every one that believeth.. It enlightens the judg- 
ment, ſanctifies the heart, and regulates the 
conduct by a light and influence peculiar to 
itſelf. It diſengages its votaries from an undue 
attachment to the objects of time and ſenſe, 
and directs their views and purſuits to a happy 
immortality. It enables them in a great mea- 


ſure to aſſure their hearts before God; and by 


the inward conſciouſneſs of integrity, and of 
their intereſt in the divine favour which it pro- 
duces, it raiſes them to a triumph over death, 
and inſpires them with the animating hope of 


eternal life. It gives them juſt apprehenſions 


of 


8. os 
of the excellence and duration of the happi- 
neſs in proſpe& ; and by convincing them, that 
it is infinitely preferable to any preſent and 
worldly good, it quickens their aſpiration after 
the period, when their faith ſhall be changed 
Into "khe, and their hope into fruition, Like 
men, long agitated by warring elements in a 
perilous navigation, who welcome even the 
rough and boiſterous gale that drives them 
into their wiſhed-for port, and are ſcarce ſen- 
fible of its violence in the near proſpect of ſe- 
Curity : - they feel no dread of the event, how- 
ever they may have trembled in the diſtant 
view of it, which ſhall ſoon terminate their trial 
and put them in poſſeſſion of the happineſs, 
that is the object of their deſire and delightful 


| expectation. 


Does the goſpel provide us with an antidote 
againſt the fear of death? How ſuitable, how 
valuable a bleſſing is it to mankind - Under 
a ſentence of mortality, painful apprehenſions 
for ourſelves or others are unavoidable. To 
whom ſhall we go for relief, but to him with 
whom are the words of eternal life? He alone, 
tbo bath aboliſhed death and brought immortality 
to light, can quiet our minds, and enable us to 
acquieſce | in the precarious tenure by which our 


D exiſtence 
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[ 


exiſtence is. continued, and to wait without 
anxiety and terror till our change comes. 


Wi 


1! 


Let us cultivate an increaſing acquaintance 
with the principles c of his goſpel. Let us hold 
faſt the profeſſion of our Chriſtian faith without 
wavering. Let us be ready always to give 
every one a reaſon of the hope that! is in us. 


Let us diligentiy uſe the means, „ which God 
has appointed for eltabliſhing our, faith on the 
ground of rational evidence, and for promoting 


its moral influence on our temper and conduct. 
And above all, 


+ 28% 
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Let us take heed, that our practice corre- 
ſponds to our chriſtian principles and pro- 
feſſion. Negligence in this reſpe& will be 
attended with the moſt hurtful conſequences. 
Our faith will waver and decline, if v we  wilfully 
and habitually indulge to irregularities of con- 
duct: and we ſhall deprive ourſelves of every 
benefit which it is calculated t to afford us. 


4 


When the dbArine of Chriſt and, ok motives 
of the goſpel ceaſe to influence the heart and 
life, and we have no experience e of the ſatisfac- 
tions and hopes which religion adminiſters ; 
our regard to them will be diminiſhed. Their 
value 


o 5 


7 1 1 
value and utility vil ſink i in our eſtimation ; ; 
and we ſball be eaſily induced to ſurrender 

rinciples from which we derive no advantage. 
This * is a danger, againſt which, we ſhould be 
ever on our guard. Faith in God and futurity 
is a neceſſary principle bf ſupport and conſola- 
tion on a variety of occaſions There are cir- 
cumſtances and periods of diſtreſs, in which 
every other relief muſt fail us. And if this 
were the only advantage attending it, that it 
preſerves us from diiquicting terror in the proſ- 
pect of death and a future world, it is of un- 
ſpeakable importance and ule, 


That we may form ſuch a judgment of its 
importance and value as ſhall engage us to ſeek 
and ſecure the benefit of it; let us ſuppoſe our- 
ſelves in that ſituation, where we ſhall ſoon be 
placed io the courſe of nature, and by the ap- 
pointment of Providence :—on the confines 
of an eternal ſtare. Let vs imagine the ſen— 
tence irrevocably pronounced: This night thy 
foul ſhall be required of thee. In ſuch circumſtances, 
all mult wiſh for divine ſuccour, and rejoice in 
the proſpect of ultimate triumph. Faith in 
God, and the hope of immortality, which the 
goſpel inculcates, are the only principles which 
can ſtand the teſt of this awful and trying 
ſeaſon. 


May 
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May we then enjoy the privilege of Lays 


who, having duly regardet the doctrine © 
Chriſt, are entitled to its divine conſolations 
and hopes; and to whom death will be a gentle 
diſmiſſion from the trials of mortality to ever- 


laſting ny. and happineſs Auen. 
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SERMON, iis; 


T is a very painful office, which your requeſt 
has devolved upon me. I meet you zow in 
circumſtances ſo different from thoſe, in which 
on former occafions we have aſſembled toge- 
ther for ſocia} worſhip, and when we have been 
equally edified and delighted by the public 
ſervices of your Deceaſed Paſtor ; that I feel my 
ſpirits ſcarce equal to the melancholy buſineſs 
which I have undertaken. If my mind- were 
leſs impreſſed than it is by the recolleAion of a 
thouſand amiable and pleaſing qualities, that 
endeared him to you and to all who knew him, 
I ſhould be better able to direct your medita- 
tions on this mournful occaſion: ; to aid you in 
improving the event you deplore, and to ſug- 
geſt to your afflicted ſpirits ſuitable conſola- 
tion. Your requeſt, however, originating, as 

I flat- 
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May we then enjoy the privilege of thaſe 
who, having duly regarded the doctrine of 
Chriſt, are entitled to its divine conſolations 
and hopes; and to whom death will be a gentle 
diſmiſſion from the trials of mortality to ever- 
laſting ſecurity and rief —AMEN. 
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SERMON, Ws; 


T is a very painful office, which your requeſt 
has devolved upon me. I meet you ub in 
circumſtances ſo different from thoſe, in which 
on former occafions we have aſſembled toge- 
ther for ſocia} worſhip, and when we have been 
equally edified and delighted by the public 
ſervices of your Deceaſed Paſtor ; that I feel my 
ſpirits ſcarce equal to the melancholy buſineſs 
which I have undertaken. If my mind- were 
leſs impreſſed than it is by the recolleion of a 
thouſand amiable and pleaſing qualities, that 
endeared him to you and to all who knew him, 
I ſhould be better able to direct your medita- 
tions on this mournful occaſion; to aid you in 
improving the event you deplore, and to ſug- 
geſt to your afflicted ſpirits ſuitable conſola- 

fion. "Your requeſt, however, originating, as 
I flat- 


( 22 ] 


I flattered” myſelf, from A convition on * 6-9 


departed friend, overcame the zeluctance which 
I could not but feel in the proſpect of fuch a 
ſervice, and induced me the more readily to 
undertake it. Will you allow me to ſay, that 
I am gratjfied, though diſtzeſſed, by an,oppor- 
runity of thus publicly teſtifying that I loved 
and honoured him, and that the remembrance 
of his worth cannot, ſoon_be eraſed from my 
mind? The ſubject, which the recollection of 
his affectionate attachment to you, and your 
equally affectionate attachment. to him, during 
a long courſe of years. in which. your mutual 
affeRion has beep increaſing, ſuggeſted; ta my, 
mind, as maſt ſuitable, to the preſent occa- 
don, you will find in the wer un. "_ 7 1 
Jellies: ap. Th wel 10. 1659 elle 
Ag 3007 $4539 3 YU Hh1 
The A preſent a — which, I am 
perſuaded, was familiar to the mindiof your 
deceaſed paſtor, and which, often animated and 
delighted him, during the period of his, con- 
nection with this Saciety, 150 his labouts Aar. 
your benefit nh ot 2 8d ad fila. 


# + a $5.5 4 


* This was the fubjekt of one of the laſt diſcourfes, 
which Mr. Robin ſon en to his We at 
Cambridge. 
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1. Turssaronraus, ii. 19. | 


Fox WHAT 13 OUR HOPE, , OR jor, OR CROWN 
or R:Jorcino?—Arg NOT EVEN YE IN THE 
PRESENCE OF OUR Loxp Jesus CHRIST, AT 
HIS COMING? » P 

The apoſtle Paul entertained a ſincere and 
ardent affection for thoſe Chriſtians, whom he 
had been the inſlrument of converting to the 
faith and obedience of the goſpel, or of eſta- 
bliſhing 1 in the profeſſion, and practice of Chiiſ- 
tianity. The relation, that tubſiſted between 
them, was manifeſted by mutual expreſſions, of 
the moſt cordial atrachment and eſteem. . And 
yet, ſuch were the extenſive labours Which he 
proſecuted, and ſuch was the rigour of the ſuf- 
ferings which he endured, that his intercourſe 
with them was often interrupted either by duty 
or by neceſſity ; and he had few « opportunities of 
perſonal converſe with thoſe to whom he was 
united by the bonds of a common faith, and of 
reciprocal affection. He had no ſooner plagt⸗ 
ed one church than he was called to ſome new 
ſtation of ſervice, and he was frequently pre- 
vented from aſſociating with any of his friends 
by the rigour of confinement, or by the « op: 
poſition and perſecution of his enemies. His 


# 4. 


perſonal. attachments were no ſooner formed 
ED han 


_ — 04 
— « —— — 
— — — 25 . = _ 9 
u _— - 2 
„ 2 2 L — 
1 : 4 . - - 
x a - : [ , < — 
— 2 * — 5 DI - - — — 
R 1 f : ——- 
" * — 2 r* 


- 
12 
> 
— 
= 


GIF" 
* 


2 
— cc 


— ASL 907 op” 


1 eo 
o — 


r 
WW — — 


: == x 


me. 
_ 


paying them another viſit, and very much re- 


ot A 
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T4 1 


this he -and-di3-ſhewds 4008 wanfiraiged, te 
ſeparate : and this is a circumſtance upon which 
he often reflected eee and LULL 


Soch indeed were n Paso hic hls AF 
life was continually expoſed; chat however de- 4 


firous he might have been of reviſiting thoſe 3 
churches which he had founded by his miniftry, Þ 
he could hive had Hetle [adn ang! of gratifying 2 
his wiſhes, 4 


This ſeems to have been particularly the 
caſe with refpe@ to the church at Theſſalonĩca. 
His preaching, during his ſtiort ſtay in this city, 
had been attended with very confiderable ſuc- 
ceſs; and he expreſſes greut ſatisfaction in 
the fincerity with which the Thefſalonians had 
embraced the goſpel, when ir was firſt preached 
to them, and in the exemplary conduct they 4 
had fince maintained. He was very deſirous of © 


grets the hindrances by which he had been pre- 
vented. However, under an undeſirable and 
diſtreſſing ſep:Mtion from them, he conſdles 
himſelf with the reflection, that it was tempo- 
rary and not final; and that a period was 

approaching, in which he ſhould renew his 9 
intercourſe with unſpeakable ſatisfaction and 4 
delight. For what, ſays he, is our hope, or joy, 5 
of 
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1 
or crown of rejoicing ? are not even ye in the pre- 
Jence of onr -Lord\Fofus Chriſt at his coming? He 
looked forwards wich pleaſure and triumph to a 
happy petiod/ when the remembrance of their 
former connection would conduce to his inex- 
preſſtble honour add joy; and when they ſhould 
en ee of een 

for eter: — 16 (11990 29987 

mai ec YU boybavo! tsgd 5 
The words, thus explai wg Abr ac- 
comodate themſelves to Miniſters and Chriſ- 
tians in every age of the world; and they afford 
the choiceſt onſalatioa under thoſe painful 
interruptiohs to which every connection of ſo- 
ciety and friendſhip is liable ia the preſent 
ſtate; Without the proſpect which. they afford, 
how awful and diſtreſſing are the triumphs of 
death among our acqualntance and friends? 
among thoſe, to whom we have been united 
by various endearing bonds of mutual affec- 
tion and reſpect? and among thoſe eſpecially, 
whoſe counſel hath made us wiſe, whoſe pri- 
vate admonitions and public inſtruction have 
contributed, by a divine bleſſing, to make us 
good and happy ! The mere petfuaBigns ſound- 
ed on their general character and conduct, 
that our departed friends—friends whom we 
revered and loved—are happy, does not af- 
ford adequate relief under the anxicty we feel, 
E when 
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1 
when they are removed from us. The ſolici- 
tude of affection purſues, the inquiry; and we 
are led to aſk, whether we ſhall recover our ac- 
quaintance and converſe with them; acquaint- 
ance and converſe that have been often ſo plea- 
ling and ſo uſeful | to us: and whether we ſhall be 


reunited in happier, regions, to thoſe whom we 
loved and honovred here? The paſſage to 


which our attention is now directed, ſeems to 
contain an explicit anſwer to this enquiry. The 
apoſtle intimates, that he ſhould know the 
Theſſalonian Chriſtians at the day of the com- 
ing of Chriſk, or at the day of judgment and re- 


tribution, hen their happineſs was to be finally 
determined; and that the revival of his inter- 


courſe with them would be a ſpring of ineffable 
delight and bleſſedneſs. ns 


It is my intention to offer ſome confdera- 
tions for eſtabliſhing the truth already. ſuggeſt- 
ed, that Chriſtians ſhall renew their acquaint- 


ance with each other in the future ſtate ;. then 


to inquire, what peculiar ſprings of j joy their 
mutual acquaintance and intercourſe will fur- 


niſn; and to cloſe with applying the whole to 


the preſent mournful occaſion. 


The truth ſuggeſted in the text may be con- 
firmed “ by adverting to the faculties and 
* powers of the human mind.” 

As- 


1 

As far as our inſtincts and affections are 
merely animal and adapted to the preſent mode 
and condition of our being, it is certain they 
muſt terminate with this life; and all connec- 
tions teſulting from them muſt ceafe. To this 
purpoſe our Sawod obſerves, in his diſcourſe 
with the captions” Sadducees, (Matthew xxii. 
30.) that in the reſurreftion they neither marry nor 
are given in marriage, but are as the angels , 25 

in heaven. But there is an union of minds; 
mutual attachment ariſing from the kredite 
of the nobler powers of our nature, and from a 
ſimilarity of diſpoſition and character, which 
muſt be coeval with the mind itfelf, This 
may be intertupred by death. A ſeparation 
takes place, during which the intercourſe of 
eſteem and friendſhip is diſcontinued. But 
none of our mental faculties can be ſo extin- 
guiſhed by death, as to be incapable either of 
retaining or of recovering their activity in the 
furure ſtate. Our memory and conſciouſneſs 
muſt either remain uninjured by death, or re- 
vive in a world of retribution : and the remem- 
brance of former connections, founded in piety 
and virtue, and cemented by them, will not 
only be productiye of pleaſure, but diſpoſe 
kindred ſpirits. to ſeek the ſociety of thoſe, 
with whom ſuch connections were formed and 
eſtabliſhed: and they muſt undoubtedly poſ- 
FIN E 2 ſeſs 
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ſeſs means of knowing one another, adapted to 
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the ſtate in which they are fixed. ' Farther, 


are now placed in the ſame g ſtate of trial, and 


future world. 9319! vr 384 
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in the infancy of their being, and in the lower 


2 
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bend 


« It is reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that thoſe wha 


who are formed for happineſs under the ſame 
diſpenſations of Providence and Grace, and in 
kg uſe of the ſame means of inſtruction and 
e e . will be intimate allorhates in the 


As . have been partakers of ſimilar diſci- 
pline; as they have ſhared fimilar trials and 
advantages; and by means of theſe have ac- 
quired | a refemblance' and relation to each 
other; and as they haye commenced the ex- 
erciſe of piety and virtue, and the enjoyment 
of the happineſs reſulting fom the eſtabliſh- 
ment of good principles, diſpoſitions and ha- 
bits, in connection with each other: —it is 
more than probable, that they ſhall go on to 
improve in goodnels and happineſs, in mutual 
friendſhip and ſociety for ever. We cannot 
well imagine, that thoſe, who have been united 


claſſes of education for heaven and immortali- 
ty, ſhall be ſeparated, however diſtinguiſhed 
from each other, in a ſtare of perieaion and 
glory. | 

Beſides, 
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Beſides, * Religion is, in its nature and ge- 
nuine \nfluense, a bond of union between good 
a 


A my %% + * 
- 
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The ſocial cherciſes of, it Py to create and 
promote a mutual attachment; and it imparts 
benevolent principles: and affections to its vo- 
taries, the influence of which is, indeed, often 
interrupted in the preſent ſcene of prejudice 
and error; but which nevertheleſs aim at ma- 
turity, and aſpire towards perfection. Devotion 
and love bind men to each other. They vnite 
their views, deſires and purſuits in one object: 
they have a common aim and end; and we 
may, therefore, reaſonably, conclude, that thoſe 
who are actuated. by the ſame ſpirit ; who 
cheriſh this ſpirit in the uſe of the ſame means; 
and whoſe prayers and defires, aſcend together 
to God and. heaven, ſhall hercafter be 1nſepa- 
rably united. in employment and bleſſedneſs. 
We may reaſonably conceive, that their happi- 
neſs will be enhanced by the maturity of thoſe 
principles and diſpoſitions, which they acquired 
in their intercourſe with each other, and in 
their joint communion with God here on 
earth. 


Moreover, e The nature of the account, 
which good men ſhall render of themſelves at 
| the 
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the period of our Lord's coming, ſuppoſes, 
that the connections of life. and time ſhall be 
brought to their remembrance, and be made 


I 


the occaſions of mw NT ig 7057 
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neſs.” e 


Although 1 the account is e and every. 
one mult anſwer for himſelf at the period of 
final retribution, yet it will extend to every 
ſocial relation, which they have ſuſtained ; and 
thoſe who have diſcharged the duties reſulting | 
from thele Satan with integrity, 5 will ei 


tinctions of doelety, as far as they pertain. to 
the preſent ſtate, will be aboliſhed ; but fig. 
will not be overlooked at this period. It will 
be known to individuals themſelves, and alſo .. 
to others, who are Witneſſes of the proceſs and... 
ſentenee of the future judgment, and who will 
be capable of approving its rectitude, what 
ſtation every one has occupied; what connec- 
tions he has formed ; how far they have con- 

tributed to his improvement aud vſefolneſs: 

and his character will be determined, not 
merely by his perſonal but alſo, by his ſocial 
virtues. And it is natural to conclude, that 
we ſhall be reunited in bonds of friendſhip and 
mutual intercourſe” with thoſe, whoſe preſent 
relation to us ſerves in ſome meaſure to form 


our 


L 1 
our character, and to decide our. future condi- 
tion. 'To which we may add, 


ſ 14 
1 : 


* That the Mae of good n men will prin- 
cipally ariſe from the continued exerciſe and 


high improvement of thoſe ſocial. ſentiments 


and affeQions, which e are cultivated in the pre- 
ſent life,” Bd 


It will be a "pleaſure, not en of the 
dignity and purity of the heavenly ſtate, to re- 
flect on the relations, ſanctified by religion and 
benevolence, which we have ſuſtained on earth; 
and to know and conyerſe with thoſe, whom 
we have been inſtrumental in, forwarding or 
who have contributed, by their inſtruction and 
example, to forward us, in the way to evetlaſt- 
ing happineſs. | And judging, by our . preſent 
virtuous affections and feelings, we muſt be 
capable of deriving an acceſſion of happineſs 
from ſeeing others happy around us, It muſt 
greatly enhance our Joy to know, that thoſe 
with whom we were firſt connected in a ſtate of 
trial and danger, are aſſociates with us in the 
exerciſes and felicity of the heavenly world; 
and that we have contributed to augment the- 
number of our virtuous and happy companions, 


The 
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The proſpe& is encouraging and delightful. 

It affords a powerful incentive to every benevo- 
lent exertion in favour of piety and virtue. 
lt excites the emulation and animates the la- 
bours of the faithful miniſter, parent and 
friend: and we may preſume that a conditian 
of being, the proſpect of which is / ſo favourable 
to every virtuous improvement, and to the ex- 
erciſe of every pious and, benevolent affeQion, 
will be realized; and that we ſhall arrive at 
that ſtate of union, to which our views and ex- 
pectations are directed for purpoſes ſo benefi- 
cial, and with effects ſo i important and uſeful, 


Wie may proceed, from the deductions of 
reaſon i in fayour of the doctrine, now advanced. 
to appeal to the authority of revelatign. 
There is a multitude of paſſages in the ſacred 
writings, from. which this acceptable and ani- 
mating doctrine may be in ferred. Heaven is 
uniformly repreſented as a community or ſo- 
ciety, in which the ſpirits of the juſt made. per- 
ſect ſhall be intimate and inſeparable aſſociates. 
The text aſſures us, that we ſhal} be aſſembled 
in the preſence of Chriſt. Our Saviour informs 
his diſcipics, that where he i is, there ſhall alſo 
his ſervants be. John xii. 26. 


But it is needleſs to enlarge. Our time will 
not allow my detaining you with a more diffuſe 
illuſtration 


1 1 
inoſtratio if of the hints that have now been 
A % 3 
We ake als to inquire, _ het peculiar 
rig of joy the mutual acquaintance and in- 


tercourſe of good men in the future world will 
furniſh. ah We may obſerve, 


| Phat lotion with thoſe; whom we knew 


And loved on earth, ſeparate from every other 
Conſideration, will be an occaſion of mutual 
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to glorified ſpirits.” 


The pleifure we experience in renewing out 
converſe with friends after long ſeparation, 
ſhould not be aſciibed merely to animal inſtinct 
and paſſion, It has a higher and nobler ſource, 
and neceffarily reſults from ſocial inclinations 
and tendencies, which are eſſential to our na- 
ture as human beings; as beings of the ſame 
origin and ſpecles and ultimate deſtination. 
This may enable us to form ſome feint idea of 
the ſatisfaction accruing from the revival of an 
intercourſe, which has been long interrupted by 
death. How happy ſhall we be in recovering 
friends, of whole ſociety we had been bereaved, 
and who had been Jong loſt to us and to the 
world: in knowing from perſonal conviction, that 

F they 
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they ſtill live; and in renewing an intercourſe 


with them, that had been often profitable and 
delightful! When we form part of an innume- 


rable aſſembly in the preſence of Chriſt at his 


coming, we cannot but rejoice to diſcover 
thoſe, with whom we are now connected ; to 


find that they ſurvive the ſtroke of death, 


which we bitterly lamented ; and that they are 


to be our aſſociates in a ſtate, that is final and 


everlaſting. Some doubt or fear may now, 


perhaps, occaſion diſtreſs in the ſeaſon of ſepa- 


ration. We may be ready to apprehend, either 


through weakneſs of faith in an unſeen ſtate, or 


through our incapacity of judging concerning 


the true character of thoſe, whom death re- 


moves from us, that they are irrecoverably and 
for ever loſt to us: and they may probably 
entertain ſimilar fear on our account. How 
then ſhall we congratulate one another, when 


we meet again and recognize the companions 


of our pilgrimage at the tribunal of our Saviour 
and Judge: ? More eſpecially, when we conſider, | 


& The remembrance that will naturally oc- 


cur to us of the ſcenes of trial and dagger 
Reads = which we have paſſed.” 


It is a Fete and grievous reflection, 
tnt many miſcarry i in the preſent ſtate; that 


many 


1 


many are wrecked in their voyage through the 
tempeſtuous and perilous ocean of life. The 
world is full of ſnares and temptations: dread- 
ful is the final iſſue of an ungodly and wicked 
«courſe. Thoſe who are anxious for the beſt 
intereſts of beloved relatives and friends, and 
who have any juſt ſenſe of the danger to which 
they are obnoxious, often tremble for them; 
and they cannot leſs than grieve in the moſt 
diſtant proſpe& of their preſent profligacy and 
Future perdition. I need not appeal to the 
feelings of the tender parent to the ſolicitude 
of the affectionate friend or faithful miniſter. 
None, who have any love to God or the Sa- 
viour, or any compaſſion for immortal beings, 
can be unconcerned for the ſalvation and hap- 
pineſs of thoſe, with whom they are connected 
dy the ties of nature, friendſhip or religion. 
What hope or joy can they have compared 
with that of ſeeing them wiſe, good and happy! 
And yet how many doubts and fears muſt they 
entertain on their account, as long as the pe- 
riod of conflict and danger is prolonged? The 
laſt moments of good men have been often em- 
ployed in prayers and wiſhes for the happi- 
neſs of thoſe who ſurvive them. Their laſt 
thoughts have been devoted to the welfare 
of ſurvivors. When they have been juſt 
launching from the ſhore of life, they have caſt 
F a back 


neſs of all 
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back an anxious 79 on thoſe 2 e bebng 
mem. 
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What an addition N it be to * happineſs 
to find, that thoſe, who have gone before them 
through the dark valley of the ſhadow of death, 
and that thoſe who have followed them, have ar- 
rived ſafe in the manſions of the bleſſed !- What 
Joy will accompany, the declaration, behold, here 
are we, and thoſe with whom we were particu- 
larly connected, and who were committed by 
Providence to our care Our ſighs and prayers; 
our admonitions and Jabours. have not been 
fruitleſs. What mclody will it give to their 
praiſe in celebrating the wonders of Providence 
and Grace! And how will it enhance their ho- 
nour as well as their joy to have been the ſuc- 
ceſsful inſtryments of ſecuring and advancing, - 
under a divine concurrence, the goodneſs and 
happineſs of thoſe whom they loved! What 
themes of pleaſing intercourſe and lively grati- 
tude will the remembrance of paſt dangers ſup- 
ply! Like mariners juſt eſcaped from ſhip- 
wreck who have reached the ſhore, they will 
hait ont another welcome; and the ſafety of 
each will contribute to the aygmented happi- 


* Another | 
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* Another spring of joy on the reunion of 
friends in a future world will be the reflection, 
that they will be no longer ſubject to bodily 
infirmities arid Mas or mental Prejudices 
"nd. W $2.5 n 
We 8 by are now frail and fallible. The 
pleaſures of ſocial intercourſe are often inter- 
rupted or imbittered by bodily pain and fick- 
neſs; by worldly diſappointments | and trou- 
bles; by claſhing prejudices and opinjons; 3 
by peculiarities of temper; and by the influ- 
ence of unſubdued paſſions. However com- 
paſſionate and tender; however forbearing and 
candid we may be in our judgment and con- 
duct towards one another; and how much ſo- 
ever diſpoſed to make allowances for the dif- 
ferent circumſtances and tempers of thoſe with 
whom we aſſociate; we cannot help lamenting - 
thoſe infirmities and paſſions, which make us 
leſs amiable to one another, and for which 
there is no perfect remedy in the preſent ſtate. 
But when we are reſtored to one another, after 
the ſeparation of death; we ſhall have no pain 
and ſickneſs to diſcompoſe our own ſpirits, or. . 
to be the occaſion of grief to others. We ſhall. 
have no prejudices and paſſions to pervert our 
judgment, or to produce variance and diſcord 
in our mutual intercourſe, We ſhall neither 
| | ſoffer 


happineſs ſhall be immutably decided and fix- 


1981 


ſuffer nor occaſion uneaſineſs. There will be 
no room for the exerciſe of mutual compaſſion 
and candour, when all our errors and failings 
are done away; when all our troubles and ſor- 


rows ceaſe. The moſt unbounded confidence: 


the moſt uninterrupted and perfect harmony 
will prevail among the inhabitants of the bes- 
venly world. Farther, 


« We ſhall be renunited to one another in 
the preſehce of Chriſt ;—a circumſtance, which 


will very much enhance our pleaſure and W 
pineſs on this oecaſion.“ 1 


We ſhall meet one another and renew our 
acquaintance at a very important and joyful 
period, when every circumſtance will concur 
to render it agreeable and delightful. Men 
the Redeemer and Judge of mankind ſhall de- 
ſcend from heaven to gather together his elect 
from all the regions of the world hen he 
will convene an innumerable multitude of glo- 


Tified and happy ſpirits, and diſplay the triumphs 


of his truth, power and grace ;—when he will 
complete his mediatorial undertaking, and de- 


termine the final ſtate of every individual ;— 


When he will pronounce a ſentence of public 
applauſe on all his faithful followers, and their 


eg 
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ed for ever :t—=7be4 ſhall- pious friends recognize 
one another in the great and venerable aſſembly 
of angels and men: and be doubly bleſſed by 
beholding and ſharing together the glories of 
their common Saviour, and the happineſs which 
he is appointed to beſtow, Then will they who, 
by their inſtruQion, example and influence, 
have been inſtrumental in preventing the ruin 
or promoting the everlaſting welfare of thoſe 
allied to them, or otherwiſe connected with 
them, ſee the fruit of their labour and re- 
Joice in their ſucceſs. From the tokens of 
approbation conferred an others, whom they 
have been bleſſed as the means of qualifying 
for it, they cannot but derive an acceſſion of 
happineſs. to-themſelves. To this purpoſe the 
apoſtle ſays of the Theſſalonian converts ;— 
Are not ye our bope and joy, and crown of rejoicing 
in the preſence. of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt at his com- 
0 Once more, 


e When we and our friends are reunited at 
the reſurrection of the Jo, we ſhall know no 
more ſeparation for ever. 


What is the preſent life but a continued 
ſcene of precarious and interrupted intercourſe 
with one another! Your fathers, where are they? 
and the prophets, do they live for ever? (Zecha- 

riah i. 5.) The friends of our youth, if Pro- 


vidence 
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vidence prolongs our being, die around v4. 
We form new connections, perhaps equally 
frail and momentaty-' with: thoſe which are 
broken; till -at length we ourſelves are what 
we deplored.. Lamenting. or lamented, all our 
lot. O glorious and wiſhed - ſor period] hen 
mortality ſball be ſwallowed up of liſe: (2 Cor. 
v. 4.) when the dread of loſing, or grief for 
having loſt uſeful and agrreable aſſociates ſhall 
be known no more. Happy ſtate! where 
thoſe we love ſhall be ſecure ſtom the» ſhafes 
of death: where the bonds of friendſhip -ſhall 
never be diſſolved: where we ſhall neither be 
witneſſes of the decays or expiting agonĩes of 
others, nor give occaſion of ſorrow by our own': 
where we and they ſhall be alike immortal, 
and go on to indulge the interchange of the 
moſt pleaſing affections, and to enjoy the moſt 
delightful intercourſe, fearleſs of en for 
ever. Let us now conſider NT 


Firſt, What relief and comfort theſe reflee- 
tions afford in the ſurvey of the preſent life. 
Without the hope of futurity, the contempla- 
tion of the precarious tenure by which we en- 
Joy it: — by which we enjoy what is moſt valu- 
able in life our friends; is gloomy and diſ- 
treſung. If connections, which are now ſcarce 
begun, before they are terminated, are never 

| more 
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Pore; to; be renewed i if * we loye and. yas 
ary: are torn. from our: « embraces at. a period, 
wh ben our affection is the ſtrongeſt, and, when 
their continued being is moſt important to us: 
and 'the Separation is fi}; we cannot, forbear 
bewailing human *deſtiny;*, The repeated 
wald, Which our ſeobbjliry. is continyally re- 
celving'by.the:remova] of one or another from 
t bechealed:' + The triumphs of. death 
are indegd fatalz: add cangot be ſufficiently la- 
mented; Bot the proſpect Which this ſubject 
opens 10 Pr view, diffuſes 4 pleaſing luſtre 


* . 


over alin A keenes 9 mortality. It helps us 
pep eiche Ma Wie 50 Providence, and to 
5 1 on nd valve. of our preſent 
PE ay Tn 2 we part with are 
not loſt. Mie ſpall go to them. though they can⸗ 
not turn to n. (2, Sam. xii. 23.) The con- 
nectiqns, qu ich are igterrupted, are not abſo- 
5 germinated. We ſpall be again reſtoted 
to the pious parent, miniſter or friend, who is 
gone belore us: and after a very ſhort period, 
our union and intercourſe with "then will be | 
perpetual and everlaſting. , N71 En 
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Secondly, How: faliciress ſhould we be to 
employ our ptmoſt ſkill and power and aſſi- 
duity in making thoſe, with hom we are con- 


nected truly pious and good! | 
G i 
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11 the principles and hopes of religidn Ake 
not ſufficient to ſuppreſs our concern and grief 
at 4 temporary ſeparation from. thetn, what 
muſt we feel at the thought of parting v with 


them for ever] Should we. not watch over them 


with the moſt tender ſolicitude? Shogkel we 
not pray for them with the moſt afdent devo. 
tion? Should we not admoniſh, and inſtruct 
them with fidelity and dingence? Should we 
not do every thing that lies in our power, by 
dur counſel, example and influence, to train 
them up for heaven and immzitte my to 
form them to thoſe diſpoſitions 400 Fes of 


trut gocdneſs, which will give us Juſt g IroOun! 


to expect a reunion with them 3 in ut preſence 


of our Comin Saviour? 5 3 
i Co hy UW ie ley . 0a: el an 


"Thirdly, How _—— is „ We friendthip 


Pg 


/ founded i in religion and virtue 1 Süch-Was the 
friendſſip between thoſe' who Heat me, and 
their Deceafed Miniſter.” But on the other 


hand, how lamentable and wretched the con- 
nection that ſubfitts between companions. in 


licentious principles and profligate cbHd ! 
The former will be revived with inexpreſſible 


ſatisfaction and delight, and be durabſe as im- 
| mortality. The latter will alſo be renewed: in 


defiance of the wiſhes and ond of” religious 
e effcidtes, 


131 
aſſociates,. rene wed with mutual reproaches, 
and by A of deſpair and ole; 


Fourthly, What an n l does 
ae ſubj 2 furniſh againſt the fear, of death; 
and Ss conſolation does it adminiſter under 
the loſs of friends of 1 Ek and ar 
proved | piety in and es 


0 og 


N „Peak cant divide us "wy After a ſhort 
interval; if we regard their inſtruction and fol- 


low their example, we ſhall ll meet in a bet- 


ter world, Whete there is no more death ; (Reve- 
latioli xxi 4.) and join the general aſſembly 
of ſaints and angels in employment and feli- 
city, to which there: ol be no es 
and no end. 310! | | | 


Imagine that the 8 of your Beloved 
Paſtor addreſſed the words of the text to you in 
the near proſpe& of diſolution ; z. and that they 
were the laſt expreſſion of his affectionate re- 
gard : and they cannot fail to produce the moſt 
- beneficial and permanent effects. What emu- 
lation will they not excite! Whar conſolation 
will they not 1mpart! Weep not for me, he 
would ſay, ſorrow not as thoſe who have, no 

hope. I hough we part withs mutual regret, the 
period of ſe paration can be of no long conti- 
- nuance. The morning of the reſurrection will 
ſoon dawn; and we ſhall be again reunited. 


The 
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The ſegfibility "of His pi t would naturally 
lead him to PRAM A8 Gan »mipd, and oy 
minds of bis friends; by weh. chene. 2 nd 
it is my fervent wiſh and prayer that e 
of this kind may adminiſter relief to bis mourg- 
ing widow and children ; ; and have their doe 
influence on all WhO loved him whillt b. he, lived 
and who now lament his death. His abilities, 
diſpoſition, and: character, entitleg him to gene- 
ral eſteem and reſpett ; and, thoſe who knew 
him beſt will be moſt ſenlible of the loss which 
his family and church, and the world, have ſul. 
rained by his removal, at a Lake of 1 t 
promiſed yeary of vſefolncl. 3 Fo Hs 
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I cannot cloſe. this 17 10 which bat al- 
ready treſpaſſed too much on your time and 
patience, without adding a few patticulars 
concerning. our Deceaſed Friend. But it is im- 

poſſible to do juſtice ta his emigent talents ab 
a preacher and writer, or to his general ny” 
. racter, within, the limits, to which I muſt now 

be configed. This, is the leſs neceſſary, as I 


hope that a diſtjnct life af him pil be een 
publiſhed. | | 


Mr. Robeft Robinſon was born on the TY 


of October, in the year 17 35, at Swaffham 4 in 
the county of Norfolk. His parents were re- 
ſpe&able members of the E (tabliſhed Church, 


He loſt ] his father, * he w Was an infant: : anf 
the 


14 


che care of bis edpgation devolved upon hig 
mother, whois now: alive at the advanced agg 
of "92 years ; 3... and for whom Mr. Robinſon al- 
ways entertained peculiar, affection and reſpecl. 

But che, hay ing offended her father, Mr. 
Robert Wilkin, a gentleman of property at 
Mildenhall, in Soffolk, by, marrying againſt 
his conſent, was unable to provide for ber ſon 
without the aſſiſtance of his uncle, by whom 
he was placed under the tuition of the Rev, 
Joſeph Brett, who kept a ſchgol of conſidera- 
ble reputation at Sca arning in Norfolk, in which 
many perſons who ave. ſince riſen to eminence 
were educated, The preſent Lord Chancellor 
of England was of thjs number. His maſter, 
who was a man of abilities and learning, and 
of whom Mr. Robinſqn always ſpoke with ve- 
neration and gratitude, diſcovered i in his young 
pupil, at a very early period, indications of 
thoſe powers, by the cultivation and exerciſe 
of which he became afterwards ſo diſtinguiſh- 
ed; and in terms of ſingular commendation 
extolled his genius and his proficiency i in claſ- 
ſical learning. When we conſider the talents 
which he poſſeſſed, and the aIGuiLy wich 
which he improved them, we ſhall not wonder 
at the knowledge and reputation which he ac- 
quired j in; maturer life, Having enjoyed the 
benefit © Mr. Brett's inſtruction for ſeveral 


years, 
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years, he * to Tonbos. There he at- 
tended the preaching of the Rev George Whit⸗ 
field, for whom he proſeſſed great reſpedt; 
and whoſe character he often vindicated: from 
reproach He thought and not without reaſon, 
that Mr. Whitfield had been very uſeful both 
in this country and in America; that he had 
awakened reflection in many thoughtleſs minds, 
and that he had reclaimed many profligate per- 
ſons, particularly in the lower Claſſes: of life, 
to religion and virtue. He had à high opinion 
of the original powers and popular talents, as 
well as of the diſpoſition and character, of Mr. 
Whitfield; and probably acquired fome de- 
'gree of chat popolartty for which he was aſter- 
wards fo diſtinguiſhed by attendance on his 
preaching. Mr. Robinſon, however, was cs 
Pable of diſcitminating between his excellen- 
cies and defects; and ſo far from ſervilely 
imitating a preacher; whom he had admired 
and by whoſe miniſtry he had profited, and co- 
pying even his faults, as fome perſons who haye 
' fought popularity have done, he improved in 
many reſpects upon his model. During his 
ſetrletment in London, he joined himſelf to 
* thoſe ſocieties of Methaditls which Mr. Whit- 
field eſtabliſned; and continued in connection 
wih them for ſome years. In this gonnect ion 
he "et e che Purpose of begoching a mi- 


niſter ; 


. 


ailler!; And though-he" did not 46307 the ad- 
vantage of a regular education at any of our 
Univerſities or Academies with a direct view to 
this profeſſion, no perſon leſs needed ſuch help. 
His mind was furniſhed, even in early life, 
with a rich ſtore of important and uſefol know- 
ledge. To his claſſieal learning, in the im- 
provement of which he employed his leiſute 
hours, and of which we diſcover many traces 
in his publications; he had added a very con- 
ſicerable acquaintance with the Scriptures, 
which be diligently ſtudied, and with various 
other ſubjects, connected with the ptofeſſion 
of a publie teacher of religion, to which he had 
directed his particular attention. His native 
genius and ſedulous application overcame many 
difficulties, which would have diſcouraged and 
retarded the progteſs of men of inferior abilities. 
He likewiſe poſſeſſed in à very high degree 
thole moral diſpoſitions and qualities: that in- 
genuous love of truth that inflexible integtity 
that confcientious regard to religion that 
piety to God, and benevolence to man that 
high ſenſe of the excellence and benefjts of 
Chriſtianity—and that affectionate and ardent 
ſolicitude for extending its influence, and ſery- 
ing the beft intereſts of his fellow creatures 
which qualified him for aſſuming the office of 
à⁊ mi- 
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a. miniſter: with honour to mer and benefit 
to others. 


« * * 4 r 
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Bot thus qualified and diſpoſed, % did bot 
enter upon this office without previous deliber. 
ation, and without the advice of. the beſt 
judges, whoſe opinion he conſulted, and by 
whoſe recommendation, he was at length. pre- 
vailed upon to vndertake it. The. modeſty 
and diffidence of Mr. Robinſon, were no leſs 
conſpicuous than his excellent abilities and 
other amiable virtues, His thoughts were firſt 
directed towards the miniſtry in the year 1794.3 
but he did not commence the exerciſe, of it till 
the next year, and after much perſuaſion on the 


part of thoſe, who | beſt knew his eminent quali- 


fications for it. He preached his firſt ſermon 


at the age of twenty, to a congregUion of poor 
people at Mildenhall., 


1 1 
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It was KR this kime, 1 determined 
to leave the church, ,and connect himſelf alto- 
gether with Diſſenters. When we conſider the 
juſt views which he afterward entertained of the 
pings, of religious liberty; we cannot. doubt 

is becoming a Difſenter, in conſequence of 
the moſt impartial inquiry and deliberate con- 
viction. In aſſuming and maintaining this 
profeſſion, he ſtruggled with many difficulties. 


His 
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His integrity was exetciſed with ſeveral trials: 
A rich relation, who had promiſed to pro- 
vide liberally for him, and who had bequeathed 
him a conſiderable ſum in his will, threatened 
to deprive him of every advantage which he 
had been encouraged to expect, unleſs. he 
quitted his connection with the Diſſenters. 
But the rights of conſcience, and the approba- 
tion of God, were ſuperior in his regard to 
every worldly" conſideration. He preſerved his 
integrity ; ſteadily maintained his principles, 
and perſevered in his connection with the Diſ- 
ſenters; but forfeited the favour of his rela- 
tion, and every advantage which, living or 
dying, he had in his power to beſtow. In 
more advanced life he was frequently ſolicited 
to conform, by perſons of high rank in the 
church, and urged to it by offers of conſidera- 
ble emolument. 


MIt. Robinſon, after unſucteſsful attempts to 
incorporate the Methodiſts, with whom he ge- 
nerally aſſociated, and to whom he chiefly mi- 
niſtered, into a regular church, determined, 
in the year 1758, to . from them. The 
Methodiſts, you well know, were at that time, 
as they are in this day, generally attached to 
the doctrines, and many of them even to the 
forms of the Eſtabliſhed Church. And though 

| ens H it 
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it has been common to confound them with 
the Diſſenters, there are few of this body of 
Chriſtians, that have juſt views of our princi- 
ples, or who cordially adopt them, 


Mr. Robinſon could not be has ppy in this con- 
nection. Their want of order and diſcipline 
diſguſted him : and the mode of his preaching, 
even at the earlieſt period of his miniſtry, was 
ſuch as many of them would deem legal and 
unedifying. When his ſentiments were upon 
the whole ſuch as might be denominated mode- 
rately Calviniſtic, the ſubjects of his preaching. 
were the great duties of practical religion, en- 
forced by evangelical motives; and no preacher 
could more earneſtly infift upon the neceſſity 


of holineſs, and the inſufficiency « of faith, or 
external forms, without works. l 


In the year 1758, Mr. Robinſon ſettled at 
Norwich with a ſmall congregation, formed 
chiefly of his friends among the Methodiſts, 
upon the plan of thoſe Diſſenters, called Inde - 
pendents; whoſe profeſſion of faith and mode 
of diſcipline they adopted. At this time he 
adminiſtered baptiſm to infants. But he did = 
not long continue this practice: for we find, 
that in about a year after his ſettlement at 
Norwich, he himſelf was baptized by immer- 


ſion. 
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fion. This habe} in his 8 as well 
as every e other that occurred in future liſe, was, 
without doubt, the reſult of i inquiry and con- 
viction. When he determined to leave Nor- 
wich, he received many urgent invitations to 
other places; but to the invitation of this 
church, where his prof] pects were not very en- 
couraging, he gave the preference; and Pro- 
vidence directed his ſettlement amongſt you 
for oe moſt important and uſeful purpoſes. 


It was in the year 1759 that he firſt preached 
to this Congregation ;. and at the cloſe of that 
year he and his family ſertled i in this neighbour- 
hood. In the beginning of the year he was 
married to the eldeſt daughter of a conſiderable 
farmer at Shipdham | in Norfolk; by whom he 
has had eleven children, eight of whom, as well 
as his mourning widow, now ſurvive him. 
In June 1761 he. accepted the paſtoral office in 
this church, and was ordained in the uſual 
manner. The confeſſion of faith which he de- 
livered an this occaſion was Calviniſtic ; but 
he'publicly avowed his right and his reſolution 


of changing his ſentiments, whenever 1 new evi- 
dence occurred. 


No Miniſter id diſcharged the duties of 
his office more indefatigably than Mr. Robin- 
| H 2 ſon ; 
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ſon ; and he was encouraged to proſecute his 
{boots by the molf 1 gnal foecels.” When he 
Kirſt fettled with. this congregation, i it conſiſted 
of thitty-four members, molt of whom were ſo 
r, that the whole ſalary which they pro- 
poſed” to raiſe” for him was much els than 201. 
a year. But ſo copliderable and ſo rapid was 
Its increaſe; that in the year 1774 the number 
of families connected with i it was not leſs than 
two hundred; of which many rank among the 


moſt reſpectable in this town and neighbour- 
hood. 


* 
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e a twice ad 1 . on 
the Lord's day, and once on ſome other day 
of the week i in this place, he em; loyed: moſt 
of the mornings or evenings, except in time 
of harveſt, in expounding the ſeriptures, and 
eatechiſing Fhildren in the village where he 
lived, and in other neighbouring villages. This 
part” vr his miniſterial duty he reflected upon 
with fingular pleaſure ;. and in the exerciſe of 
it he was eminently uſeful. We have a ſpeci- 


men 'of his manner of conducting it in the 
Stelen Diſcourſes, and Six Morning Exerciſes, 


which he afterwards printed. The good effects 
of this mode of ir.ſtrution could not eſcape 
general obſervation; - and afforded tothe benevo- 
lent mind of Mr, Robinſon a very high degree 


of 
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of ſatisfaction. On theſe. oecaſions he admj- 
rably accommodated his addreſſes to the cix- 
cumſtances and capacities of his auditors. 
No. man, had more diſtinguiſhed talents for 
adapting his diſcourſes to the apprehenſion of 
the pooreſt and the moſt ignorant; ſo that he 
informed che judgment, and at the ſame time 
impreſſed the heart with an een ſenſe of the 
Feta your he eee | 


This cours by nd, Fa out ſeventeen 
years, and he regretted his inabiliry to con- 
tinue it. He rendered it conſiſtent with his 
other numerous engagements and eloſe applica- 
tion to ſtudy by early riſing a Habit of which 
he had acquired in early life, and: which he! re- 
commends. to others in he: Wege xc. 
above ed. WE 

EVO iure „sst 2 5 

Dow 1 he was reſpetted.. a wks | by 
venoms of low condition, and how much he 
deſerved their eſteem and nude "1 "TO" 
nner | It 


Same a the naps W 80 WE hours 
of his liſe, were thoſe which he ſpent in viſit- 
ing cottages, and converſing with the poor; 
in imparting inſtruction to the young; and in 
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communicating relief in various ways t to thoſe 
who were in * | e 


The ſervice which he e to this chroreh 
by delivering lectures to the younger members 
of it at his own houſe, as well as by his public 
miniftrations, during a. connection with it of 
more than thirty years, will never be forgotten. 
The benefit and pleaſure, which many Who 
now hear me, derived from his publie inſtrue- 
tions and private converſation, will be long 
a in l and grey remembrance. 


No miner tould be more happy i in connec» 
tion with any. Chriſtian Society than he was in 
this place. The liberal, candid ſpirit, which he 
ezempliſied which he recommended, was cul- 
tivated amongſt you; and though this church 
was formed of perſons who differed in their religi- 
ous ſentiments, and particularly in their opinion 
concerning baptiſm, both from him and from 
one another, you maintained the unity of the © 
Spirit in the bond of peace. He loved you with + 
a ſincere affection; with the affection of a pa- 
rent and friend; and you loved and honour- 
ed him. He often congratulated himſelf on 
account of the uninterrupted harmony that 
ſubſiſted in this Society; — an harmony which 
will be the never- failing reſult of cultivated 


under · 
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underſtandings, and of a truly Chriſtian tem- 
per. Nor was Mr. Robinſon leſs reſpected by 
neighbouring Miniſters and Churches than he 
was by you. In the Public Services of other 
places, he was often ſolicited to bear a part; 
and on many occaſions of difference, in churches 
or families, or amongſt individuals, he was ap- 
pointed a mediator and umpire. His ſagacity 
and judgment; the candour of his diſpoſition 
and the gentleneſs of his manners concurred 
with the high eſtimation in which he was ge- 
nerally held to qualify him for this office. 


What your Miniſter was as a en you 
well know. "How. inſtroctive and intereſting 
in the matter of his diſcourſes, and in the 
manner of his delivery, you well remember, 
and cannot ſoon forget. There was always a 
variety, and often an originality, both in what 
he ſaid, and in his mode of ſaying it. It was 
his conſtant aim to lead the attention of his 
hearers to the wweightier matters of the law; to 
inform the judgment before he attempted to 
intereſt the paſſions; and after inculcating juſt 
notions of truth and duty, to enforce a cor- 
reſponding practice. There have been few 
Preachers, if any, who have done ſo much, 
both in this neighbourhood and in London, to 
reſcue the human mind from bondage; to 


correct 
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Lorrect prevailing errors; to promote a liberal 


ſpirit of inquiry; to recommend mutual for- 


bearance and candour among chriſtians of dif- 


ferent opinions; to weaken their attachment 


to treeds arid forms of human device And 


impoſition; and to direct their chief attention 
to the principles and duties of piety, virtue 
and univerſal charity. He had a manner of 
ſupplanting rooted prejudices without occa- 
fioning alarm; of ſapping, if I may be allowed 


the expreſſion, inſtead of ſtorming, the for- 


tifications of error; of gaining aſſent to gene- 
ral principles, inconſiſtent with the opinions 
which he wiſhed to. expoſe ; and of lead- 
ing men to think, judge and determine for 
themſelves, and to purfue theſe principles to 
their conſequences; in which he wonderfully 
excelled, and which produced, in many in- 
ſtances, the beſt effects. In his Judgment, . 1 
have reaſon to believe, nothing was fun- 
damental ; nothing was effential to mens 
intereſt in the favour of God and the ever- 
laſting benefits of the goſpel but an honeſt 
heart and a holy life. By contribating to dif- 
fuſe the prevalence of this principle, he pro- 
moted union and fellowſhip and mutual af- 
fection among chriſtians of very different ſen- 
timents and denominations. But though he 
maintained and ftrenuouſly inculcated the in- 
| nocence 


5 1 


rence the notion of thoſe, who imagine, that 


integ ity of heart, righteouſneſs of life, and 
acceptance with God, are to be reſtricted to 


one claſs of believers in excluſion of others; | 


he did not think it a matrer of little or no im- 


portance what opinion men form on controver- 


ſial ſubjedts. He recommended impartial and 
diligent inquiry by his preaching and by his 
own example. He took pains to inform him- 
ſelf and to inſtru@ others; and he purſued 
what appeared to him to be the moſt eligible 
and effectual method of ſerving the cauſe of 
truth. He was deſirous of avoiding both the 
extremes of bigotry and IoleFance on the nee 
hand, and of culpable ſupineneſs and indif- 
ference on the other. I am ſorry to be under 
the neceſſity of adding, that however he was 
honoured and loved by you, and loved and ho- 
noured the more for the excellent ſpirit which 
he diſcovered, and for his zeal in recommend- 
ing a ſimilar ſpirit, ſome of the aſſociates and 
friends of his youth, and even of his riper years, 
eſteemed him the leſs in proportion as he be- 
came more free and liberal in his religious ſen- 
timents. The more he was diſpoſed to em- 
brace good men of every party and perſuaſion, 
ſo much the more were their hearts cooled and 
contracted toward him. This was a circum- 

I ſtance, 


nocence of mental error, and held in abhor- 
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ſtance, which he could not a ene, 2 


lamenting. 


As a Preacher, Mr. Robinſon poſſeſſed 2 
great ſhare of pupularity. From the fund of 
his own mind, and with the help of a com- 
mand of language, for which he was diſtin- 
tinguiſhed, and of a ſel t poſſeſñon, which ſel- 
dom or ever fatted him, he always preached 
without notes. He had accuſtomed himſelf” 
from his youth to this practice; and he admi- . 
rably excelled in it. His popularity was at 
all times very different from that of thoſe, who 
are popular by vociferation, or by ringing per- 
petual changes on a few words and phraſes to 
which vulgar error has annexed a charm,, or 
by accommodating themſelves to the preju- 
dices and paſſions of the multitude. _ Good 
ſenſe, and ſound argument, conveyed with a 
manly and graceful elocution, and in a man- 
ner that was ſingularly calm and gentle, but as 
fingularly intereſting and impreſſive, conſti- 
tuted the popularity of your Paſtor: —and 
thus he became intitled to your peculiar * — 
tachment and reſpect. 


To a perſon of Mr. Robinſon's diſpoſition, 
and ardent deſire of knowledge, his ſituation 
in the vicinity of this celebrated Univerlity— | 
an Univerſity equally celebrated for its learn- 


ing 


11 
ing and moderation — bis acquaintance with 
many of its reſpectable Members, who honour- 
ed his worth, however they diffcred from him in 
opinion ;—and his acceſs to its valuable libra- 
ries were advantages of great im, ortance; and 
which he knew how daly to eſtimate and to 
improve. I have often heard him expreſs 
great ſatisfaction with the lot which Provi- 
dence had aſſigned him. His talent for ſprite- 
ly converſation, and his general knowledge 
qualified him for being an agreeable compa- 
nion to thoſe literary friends, with whom he al. 
ſociated. And there are many of them, who, 
am perſuaded, ſincerely lament the loſs of 
him. If I might be allowed to expreſs a wiſh 
on this occaſion, it would be, that the Con- 
gregation to which he miniſtered, may be able 
to ſupply the vacancy which his death has oc- 
caſioned, by the choice of a Gentleman of abi- 
lities and learning; whoſe character in this 
reſpect muſt redound in no ſmall degree to the 
credit of the Diſſenting cauſe; and preclude 
or obviate objections, which the Eſtabliſhed 
Clergy have ſometimes, though, I cruſt, ne- 
ver with uncandid intentions, and often with- 
out ſufficient reaſon, urged againft the Mini- 
ſters of our Churches. Indeed, a perſon of 
any other deſcription cannot be a fit ſucceſſor 
to your Honoured Paſtgr, or expect accep- 


ance 
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jannce among the . to e her mini- 
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To what a high Sa your. Minifignap- 
proved himſelf the enlightened, ſteady, and 
zealous friend of civil and religious liberty, 
it is needleſs for me to ſay. His praiſe is in 


all the churches. His preaching and his 
writings have been | uniformly directed, accor- 


ding to his beſt judgment, to ſerve the great 
intereſts of uncorrupt Chriſtiagity, unlimited 
toleration, and univerſal liberty. His name 


has been often mentioned in the Senate of the 
nation, ſometimes with reſpect, out generally 
with a view of criminating and , reproaching 


him. But thoſe who. hve reproacheg him, 


have diſhonoured themſclves ;—for+ithe-princi- 


ples which he avows,' and which-he, ſtudiouſly 
endeavoured to diſſeminate, are the fundamen- 


tal principles of the Britiſh Conſtitution: and 
Phatever oppoſition they may now meet with, 
they muſt ultimately prevail. He poſſeſſed 


ample powers of ſelf defence, and if his valu- 
able life had been prolonged, his accuſers 
would have been expoſed; and the cauſe of 


civil and religious liberty would have found in 


n an able and date eee i 


ge revolution io underwent in the later 


period 
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period of his liſe, I ſhall only ſay, that, as he 
had neyer ſet a limit to his own inquiry, and 
as he poſſeſſed a mind always open to convic- 
tion, he acted a conſiſtent part —a part in uni- 
ſon wich the whole tenor of his condut—in 
rejecting opinions which he diſcovered to be 
erroneous, and in adopting others which he 
apprehended to be more rational and ſcriptural. 
In this reſpect his example is worthy of imita- 
tion. If he became a ſtrict Unitarian, in the 
modern ſenſe of this appellation, as we have 
reaſon to believe was the caſe, it muſt have 
been in conſequence of diligent inquiry, and 
he followed the conviction of his own mind. 
It is our duty to go and do likewiſe, whatever 
may be the reſult :—whether we ſhall be thus 
more eſtabliſned in the ſentiments we have 
already embraced, or be conſtrained to furren- 
der them. -Truth needs no diſguiſe, and fears 
no diſcuſſion. The ſcriptures will be better 
underſtood, the more they are examined. We 
mall acquire greater honour and ſatisfaction by 
renouncing an opinion, which, upon inveſti- 
gation, we diſcover to be erroneous. than by. 
retaining a creed, however true in itſelf, which 
we have never ſubmitted to the teſt of impartial 
inquiry. Unavwed by cenſure and reproach 
unallured by conſiderations of worldly intereſt; 
and uninfluenced by authority or affection; 


let er one of us be ful perſuaded in bis own 
mind: — 


of avowing the truth whenever a. proper op- 


conſented to ſeek medical advice; and a jours 


ficial to him. 
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mind; —nor let us be either aſhamed or afraid 


portunity offers. But in all our inquiries after 


truth, and alſo in our profeſſion of it, we — 
be humble, difident and candid. 


But we muſt haſten to that more diſtreſſing 
part of the hiſtory of our Honoured Friend, 
which cloſed his uſeful life, and deprived his 
family of an affectionate relative, and you of a 
faithful and inſtructive Pattor, The diſorder, 
which probably terminated in his death, had 
been, during the courſe of the laſt year, un- 
dermining the ſtrength of his conſtitution, and 
depreſſing his ſpirits. Though he felt no pain, 
he was gradually declining; and thoſe who 
were in habits of intimate acquaintance with 
him, could not help being alarmed on his 
account. Whether he apprehended danger or 
not, 1 am not informed. At laſt, however, he 


ney was recommended as likely to prove bene» 


With this view, and for the purpoſe of viſie- 
ing fliends at Birmingham, whom he much 
wiſhed to ſee, and ot preaching a charity-ſer» 
mon in that place, he determined to try what 
effect exercile and relaxation would produce. 
He PEOrenen the ſeryiees that were expected 

from 
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from him, to the ſatisfaction of his hearers, and 
to the benefit of the charity. And though he 
occaſionally complained, yet in the evening of 
the laſt day of his life (Tueſday, June 8th) he 
enjoyed the ſociety and converſation of his 
friends. , When they parted with him, they 
could not have the leaſt apprehenſion that they 
| ſhould meet no more till the reſurrecion of 
the juſt. In the morning of the next day 
he was found dead in his bed; and in ſuch a 
ſtate as afforded reaſon to believe that he had 
died ſoon after he went to reſt. His departure 
was ſudden and gentle, Having ſerved his own 
gener ation according to the will of God, he fell 
afleep ; and died, as every good man would 
wiſh to die, and as it was his with to clofe 
life, without feeling the agonies of death, and 
without occaſioning alarm or diſtreſs to affec- 
tionate relatives and friends, 


In the houſe of William Ruſſell, Eſq. a gen- 
tleman of diſtinguiſhed worth, whoſe liberal 
ſentiments and benevolent diſpoſition readered 
| him a fit companion for Mr. Robinſon, he 
found every kind of attention which could 
make the laſt days of his life agreeable; and 
under his direction and care the funeral of 
your Paltor was conducted in a manner the 
moit reſpe&ful and honourable. The two Pref- 
byterian congregations at Birmingham gener- 

> ouſly 
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oully offered to teſtify their regard, iby-defray- 
ing the expence of it. But this was an honour, 
' which, with a ſpirit worthy, of your attachment 
to your beloved Paſtor, you wovtd not conſent 
to ſurrender. Nor will your remembrance - 
his ſervices, and your reſpectful teſtimony 

his worth terminate here. Te his thour 
widow and numerous family you will — 
your ſympathy and kindneſs; and their ſorrow 
will be mitigated by yout attention to their 
diſtreſs. 18 . 

It was my intention to have given à ſhort 
account of Mr. Robinſon's various publications, 
and to have made ſome” remarks on his cha- 
racter, as a writer, But I muſt. forbear; and 
apologize once more for detaining you ſo long. 
Be ye ready alſo, for in ſuch an hour as ye think 
not, the ſon of man cometh. (Matthew xxiv. 44.) 
Be ye followers of them, who through- "Faiths" a 
patience inherit the promiſes. (Hebrews vi. ia.) 
Remember them, who, having preſided over Pg 
bave jpoken unto you the word of God; whoſe faith 
follow, confidering the end of their converſation. 
(Hebrews xiii. 7.) Finally, Brethren, be per- 
felt, be of good comfort, be of one mind, live in 
peace; and the God of love i ere A n 
you, Amen. | 
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Motion of Mr. Fox, for the Repeal of the Corpora- 
tion and Teſt Acts. The Attack was $9.4 3 
by the Honourable Mover. | ' at 
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Preſs, and wil} ſpeedily be publiſned. The Whole, 
except 2 or 3 Sheets, was printed off and corrected by 
the Author. T his valuable Work, which engaged 
much of Mr, Robinſon's Time and Attention, in. 
the laſt Years of his Life, though complete in itſelf, 
is only Part of a comprehenſive Plan which. he had 
formed, He had been collecting Materials for exe- 
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Hiſtory, and much Information with Reſpe to the 


Progreſs of Civil and Religious Liberty, and the 


Chatactets of its principal Advocates. We are 


happy to find, that the moſt difficult Part of this 


Work was executed by the Author. What remains 
to be done, is the Hiſtory of the Engliſh Baptiſts, 


for Which he had collected many Materials, and 
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which he was juſt beginning to arrange, when he 
ſet ler ie where he died. We cannot 
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learned Friend of Mr. Robinſon, who has Abilities 

and Leiſure, would undertake the Execution of 

what he has left incomplete; and that Materials 

which he has taken ſuch Pains to collect, may not be 

loſt. To his Family and to the World the Completion 
of this 5 muſt be of great N 
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SUPP LEME NT and MODERN 
IMPROVEMENTS, incorporated in 
one ALPHABET. 
IN FOUR VOLUMES. 
Illuſtrated with a great Number of Copper-Plates. 
CONDITION S;. | 
I. The Work makes Four Large Volumes in Folio, hand- 
nat printed with a New Letter, on a Fine Demy 
aper. 
II. Three Sheets ſhall be delivered every Week, ſtitched 
in Blue Paper, Price Six Pence, 


'T1I. tn the Courſe of the Work is given, gratis, a great 


Variety of new Engravings, to illuſtrate the Improve- 
ments made in the preſent Edition. , 
IV. With Number I. is given a new and elegant Frontiſpiece, 
deſigned by Dodd, and engraved by Cook. 
Printed for T. Loneman, No. 39, Paternofter-Row, and 
the Reſt of the Proprietors, ' 

The Work being finiſhed, Purchaſers may be fouplied | 
with complete Sets, in Four Hundred and Eighteen Numbers, 
making Four Large Volumes in Folio; or with as many 
Numbers weekly, as ſuit their Inclination or Convenience. 
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RECOMMENDED IN A 
8 E R M 0 N, 
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ing-houſe in the Old Jewry, London, to the ſupporters of 
a New Academical Inſtitution among Proteſtant Diſſenters. 


